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BREAKOUT

Tired of the styling restraints of other car scenes, Nick Gaerthe ventured into Japanese motors with
this 350Z. And boy, has he celebrated the shift with a bang...
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“The lapahﬁlése car scene just seemed
whole lot more epic to me!”
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ver had one of those fleeting moments
of madness where you've been
tempted to sack it all in, dye your hair
blue and go live in a hut in the woods?
In this crazy age of be-cool-or-die-trying
conformity, we're surprised this hasn't
happened more in recent years.

The world of modified cars isn't safe,
either. The internet is quick to judge every milimetre of
offset on your new alloys and comment on how the colour
of your brake callipers clashes so badly against your
re-sprayed bodywork. Thumbs down.

But why should it be like this? Surely if the owner is
pleased with the outcome of their ride, the matter should
end right there? For Rotterdam-based Nick here, the
amount of control he felt was placed on him by social
media in the German car world got so intense, he felt
he needed a way to escape. And it didn’t take long to
find a new car scene that appeared a little more open
to a bit of siliness...

“The Japanese car scene just seemed a whole lot
more epic to mel” says our young metal worker on
the shift from Golfs to Nissans a couple of years back.
“You can basically build what you want here with no
boundaries.” Because Nick was done with simple,

Fiberglass Mafia flared arches — a

colossal three inches of extra width

reserved tweaks to his cars and was ready to build
something a little crazier in the form of this Nissan 350Z.
And we think you'll agree, he's achieved it...

Not that everything started swimmingly with Nick's first
foray into more Oriental metal. “I had a big accident in it
soon after buying it,” he recalls through gritted teeth.
Damaging the front and rear ends in the shunt (on his way
back from getting his impressive Focal ICE install, no less),
Nick used this opportunity to tuck the car away in his
garage and go full-bore with his modification plans a little
earlier than planned. Every cloud and all that.

As he had extensive fabrication knowledge at his
disposal, it was somewhat inevitable Nick would opt for
a killer wide-body conversion in one form or another. But
why follow the crowds? “| did consider heading to Rocket
Bunny for the arches at first, but then thought, ‘Why not
try and be a bit more exclusive?"”

The quest moved in the direction of Florida-based
Fiberglass Mafia, an up-and-coming firm that's setting the
East Coast on fire right now with some killer flared arch
applications. Its four-piece kit trumps that of its rivals by
offering a pretty colossal 2.25-inch and 3-inch extra width
on each side (front and rear respectively). After hearing no
other 350Z was rocking this package in Europe at the
time, Nick pressed the button and got it ordered sharpish.
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JOINING THE MAFIA

Mainly focusing on Japanese and European wide-arch applications, Florida-based Fiberglass Mafia has made one hell of a name for
itself in recent years. Nick’s four-piece kit may be extremely wide, but it’s been cleverly designed to work alongside standard bumpers
and side skirts if necessa ) |

recommend checking out the firm’s arches for the all-new Ford Mustang if you're browsing, too. We can’t wait to see it slapped on

a few examples in the coming months...
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as possible across Europe, Nick takes some time to refiect
on what he's managed to achieve virtually singlehandedly
in his garage. “It's everything | dreamt it would be and | am
over the moon,” he smiles.

“There are a few more bits I'd like to do. But for now,
I'm just enjoying taking it to shows. Especially VAG shows,
it seems to go down well there.”

By spending time immersed in several different car
scenes, patiently learning the pros and cons of each,
we think you'll agree Nick’s managed to break out of
his shell with his latest work of art and let his deepest
styling desires blossom. Just have a good think about
that next time you're about to buy another tin of magnolia
paint at the shops.
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STYLING

Full re-spray in Fiat Panda purple; Fiberglass Mafia
wide-arch kit; NISMO 3502 front and rear bumpers;
custom front splitter, side skirt extensions, rear
diffuser and carbon fibre wing; carbon fibre bonnet
and mirrors; 370Z-style Z-l ide rey
ENGINE

3.5-litre VQ35DE V6 engine; custom stainless steel
exhaust system.

TRANSMISSION

Six-speed manual gearhox.

CHASSIS

management; 12.5x19in (front) and 14x19in (rear)
WatercooledIND MD1 three-piece alloy wheels with
polished finish and gold hardware; Brembo brakes
all-round.

INTERIOR
JM Car Hifi ICE install; Kenwood headunit and Focal
speakers all-round; Likewise fingerbanger grooved

. gearknob with shift extension; Vertex steering wheel.

~ w#" CONTACT

~ M Car Hifi; WatercooledIND; Street Custams;
Lowfitment.com; SlammedUK; Violent Clique;
BattleGang.

~Jts come along way. |
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supercharge your passion for cars

TORQEN specialises in Japanese performance car parts, offering the most

comprehensive selection of parts and mods in the UK. Our aim is to provide
unrivalled customer service, while continuing to build an ever-growing
collection of parts for the Japanese market.

We have unparalleled access to top brands in the world, being able to supply
parts manufactured in USA, Japan, Taiwan, Australia and Europe within days.

TORQEN was born from the passion for sport cars, while building some of

the most amazing Nissan 350z and 370z in the UK. We value our customers’
passion for cars and we love to be part of the projects they undertake, helping
them sourcing the required parts at the most affordable price.

We design and manufacture our own products for the Japanese market like
the Nissan 350z & 370z Big Brake Kits, coilovers, aluminium undertrays, clutch
master cylinders, lights, tow hooks, titanium engine bay dressing bolts, forged
engine blocks, carbon fibre bonnet struts, wheel spacers, silicone hoses kits
and many more.

We are also Authorised Distributors for some of the biggest names in

the Japanese Performance car parts market: AAM Competition, Vortech
Engineering, ARK Performance, Stillen, Tanabe, SSR, COBB, Braum Racing,
SprintBooster, Oracle Lighting, SoulFunction, SuperPro, Voodoo13, Air Lift,
AccuAir, CJ Motorsport, Level10, SPL Parts, Treadstone, VMR Wheels, Cosmis
Racing, Fortune Auto and many more.

TORQEN, Unit 10, Fourth Way, Wembley, London, HA9 OLH




